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Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act 
The Committee debated the petitions concerning the Foreign 
Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA) in the US. The Act requires 
persons with US citizenship to report their non-U.S. financial 
assets annually to the Internal Revenue Service for taxation 
purposes. Some Member States have agreed bilaterally to 
cooperate with the United States on the extraterritorial 
enforcement of FATCA.  

The petitioners all argued that FATCA is discriminatory for more than 1,2 million EU-US citizens, 
having far reaching negative consequences on many aspects of their lives. The petitioners 
complained that no tangible progress has been made. The Commission representative rejected the 
assumption for lack of action and results, while expressing sympathy for the petitioners. He also 
noted that there is a more accommodating tone from the new US administration. Finally, he 
stressed that the Commission will continue working towards tangible results, while acknowledging 
the challenging nature of the problem. The Committee decided to keep all petitions open and to 
put pressure on the main stakeholders. 
For the full exchange of views, please visit the: Multimedia Center.  

  

Food packaging 

Plastic packaging of food and accurate food labelling, the 
subject matter of petitions 1233/2019 and 0644/2020, were 
discussed on 30.09.2021. The petitioners complained about 
the current standard practice to have food packaged in 
plastic and sometimes misleading food labelling. They noted 
that environmentally-friendly alternatives exist. Finally, they 
stressed that there is a shared responsibility to reduce plastic 
waste and move to more environmentally friendly packaging, while safeguarding high standards of 
consumer protection. 

The Commission representative informed Members that the Packaging and Packaging Waste  
Directive is currently under review and Commission is expected to adopt its proposal in May 2022. 
The Directive on single use plastics has been transposed by Member States and it will make a 
significant contribution in combating plastic food packaging. Moreover, the Union is well equipped 
to combat misleading labelling of food products and the available tools are continuously 
improved. The Committee decided to keep petition 1233/2019 on plastic food packaging open 
and to close petition 0644/2020 on food labelling. You can find the EU rules on packaging here.  
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An alleged misuse of EU funds for Libya  
On September 1st, the Committee discussed petition No 
0655/2020. It deals with an alleged mismanagement of 
funds by the EU Trust Fund for Africa (EUTF for Africa). In 
particular, it targets the programme for support to the 
integrated border and migration management in Libya, 
launched in July 2017. In the petitioner’s view, the 
programme is inconsistent with the objectives for the use 
of European development funds. She claims that it 
contravenes the sound financial management principles 
and human rights monitoring. The Commission strongly refuted these allegations.  
The Committee decided to keep the petition open, ask for an updated reply from the Commission 
and forward it to the European Court of Auditors, in order address it in its next report on the EUTF 
for Africa. For more info please visit the Petitions Web Portal. 

  

Illegal logging in Romania  

On the 30.09.2021 Members debated petitions 1248/2019 and 
0408/2020 on illegal logging in Romania. They both highlight 
ongoing problems in safeguarding the health of forests in the 
country. They point out that in the last years, six forest rangers 
have been killed by illegal loggers. Romania is under an 
infringement procedure regarding this issue and is being closely 
monitored by the European Commission. Whereas the Romanian 

Government adopted some legislation meant to address these deficiencies, it remains to be seen if 
this is sufficient to stop the infringement procedure. Members highlighted the need to protect 
primeval and virgin forests as well as to ensure that efforts are made to safeguard and promote 
biodiversity. The Committee decided to keep the petitions open and ask the Commission to review 
the situation and keep the Committee informed. Find information on the infringement procedure. 

  

"Ending the aviation fuel tax exemption in Europe" 

On September 1st, the Committee held a debate on the 
European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) "Ending the aviation fuel 
tax exemption in Europe". 

The representative of the ECI stressed the emergency for 
the introduction of a tax on aviation fuel (kerosene), as 
part of the ecological transition. Aviation fuel remains 
untaxed, although it is one of the fastest sources of 
greenhouse gas emissions. The representative of the Commission pointed out that the revision of 
the Energy Taxation Directive proposes the end of the mandatory tax exemption for aviation, 
introducing a minimum tax rate for all intra-EU passenger flights. The Committee decided to send 
the ECI for information to the ECON, TRAN and ENVI Committees. For more info please visit the 
Commission's page on the ECI. 

  
Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Petitions Committee and are provided for general information 
purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the European Parliament. The PETI Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. 
The PETI Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view expressed on these websites. Photos used under the licence of 
www.shutterstock.com and Adobe Stock. 
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